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sudden, seized by an impress, and forced into a repetition
of all his miseries, without any interval of refreshment.

Let no man who can think without compassion on such
a scene as this, boast his zeal for freedom, his regard for
bravery, or his gratitude to those who contribute to the
wealth and power of their country; let every man who de-
clares himself touched with the pity which the slightest re-
flection upon such a disappointment must naturally pro-
duce, sincerely endeavour to obviate the necessity of such
oppressive measures, which may, at least in part, be pre-
vented, by assigning to magistrates the power of hunting
out of their retreats, those who neglect the business of
their callings, and linger at once in laziness and want.

There are great numbers who retire not from weariness
but idleness, or an unreasonable prepossession against the
publick service; and, surely, nothing is more unreasonable,
than that bad dispositions should be gratified, and that in-
dustry should expose any man to penalties.

Upon the whole, sir, I am not able to discover, that any
man should be exempted from an impress merely because
he finds means to escape it, or because idleness or disin-
clination to the publick service prompts him to abscond.

If any men deserve indulgence, in opposition to the de-
mands of the publick, they are rather those who have al-
ready, in some degree, discharged their duty to it, by con-
tributing to bring in that wealth which is the consequence
of a prosperous and well-regulated commerce, and without
which war cannot be supported.

It is not without grief and regret, that I am obliged to
represent, on this occasion, the obstructions which the war
has suffered from those at whose request it was under-
taken ; and to declare, that the conduct of the merchants,
has afforded proof that some law of this tendency is abso-
lutely necessary.

The merchants, sir, who have so loudly complained of
the decline of trade, the interruption of navigation, and
the insolence, rapacity, and cruelty of the Spaniards; the
merchants, who filled the nation with representations of
their hardships, discouragements, and miseries, and la*